
legislature meet in special session to address a 
budget crisis or other issue that cannot wait 
until the next regular session. Or the legislature 
may simply carve out a little more time for 
itself, as happened in 2002 in North Carolina. 
House rules require that the chamber be shut 
down by 9:00 p.m.; so members stopped the 
clock one night at 8:50, essentially “freezing 
time,” so they could continue debate until 3:35 
a.m. and finish a session that had run for 
months longer than expected.79

Just like most of us, legislators feel intensely 
the pressure to get their work done on time. The 
fact that they have deadlines—for passing bud-
gets or for adjournment—usually keeps them 

focused in much the same way that a final exam 
will make college students finally hit the books 
or do their serious Googling at term’s end. 
Newspapers, however, routinely report on leg-
islatures’ missing their budget deadlines and 
often publish commentary critical of the prac-
tice. The reality is that a legislature is pretty 
cheap to operate—in no state does it cost much 
more than 0.5 percent of the state budget—but 
elected officials know that their overtime does 
not play well with voters.80

Mississippi’s largest paper, the Clarion Ledger, 
for instance, ran a typical editorial condemning 
legislators for wasting money in a special session 
in 2008, even though the extra time cost the state 
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Full-Time, Hybrid, and Part-Time Legislatures

Source: Data compiled from the National Conference of State Legislatures, “Full- and Part-Time Legislatures,” June 1, 2014, http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-
state-legislatures/full-and-part-time-legislatures.aspx.
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